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are we accustomed to hear weekly from the|“proclaim the doctrines of salvation.”—That 
desk but “the commentaries of fallible man?! those doctrines, however, cannot be learnt from 
He surely will never pretend that the youthful) the dim translations of scripture in common use, 

(dor from the commentaries of fallible men-— 


reachers, so common in our day, are anywise | 
3 9 PB, 


y ‘THE PHI BETA BULOGIUM EXAMINED, less fallible, or “better fitted to enter on the ex-| that consequently he must devote his days and 


. 


position of divine truths.” than Yie erudite /nights to Latin, Greek, Hebrew, and other an- 


on plainly inculcated threughout) 
the p @ before quoted is, that our Clergy 
should study the Gospels in the original.—-But | 
take the liberty of asking the writer where that 
original is to be found ? Whether any thing ex- 
ists in Europe deserving to be so called, is another 
question, and a question much debated—but at 
any rate we have nothing here. We have in- 
deed a Greek Testament in the printed form, 
which our biblical critics have agreed among 
thong to consider as the standard to a cer- 
tain extent, and that is all. Then as to the Old 
‘Testament, we know that the Apostles and 
Evangelists used an ancient Greek translation, 
called the Septuagint; and with their example 
before us, the preachers of our day need surely 
have no scruples in trusting our English version, 
which is incomparatively more correet, Professor 
Srvart says, than the Greek. Not that ! have 
much faith in this opinion of the Professor’s; for 
it would be strange indeed if the translators of 
the Septuagint and the Gospel writers were all 
of them less skilled in Greek and Hebrew, (then 
living modes of speech) than modern critics. It 
would be far more rational to conclude that the 
varicus shades of meaning in the werds. of those 
languages as then used are now but imperfectly 
apprehended by the best of scholars ; and the 
very opinion now cited is to my mind sufficient 
proof that such is the fact. Be that as it may—— 
as the Apostles trusted to translations, so may 
we, 

‘It is further affirmed by the same critic that, 
our Saviour himself made use of the above nam-| 
ed Greek translation. But this is a sample of that, 
sort of guess work into which biblical criticism | 
is too apt to degenerate. What can he know, 


and indefatigable translators and ¢ommentators | cient dialects, so that he may “study the scrip- 
whose whole lives were spent in biblical re-| tures in the original tongues”—that otherwise 
search. This he never would maintain 1 am|he would be as “the blind leader of the blind ;” 
certain ; and yet on no other hypothesis would | and would impese on his hearers ‘an idle gloss” 
it be easy to discern any consistency in that| instead of “the genuine text of revelation.” 

brilliant passage. To me | confess, it appearsin-| Such in substance is the language held to the 
congruous throuzhout, depreciating criticism in| laity, and to the clergy ; and if any one can fig- 
one sentence and extolling it in another. Thejure in his imagination any thing more contra- 
general impression it leaves is, that the past la-|dictory, his powers of invention, I confess, are 
bors of the learned cannot be depended on, and|superior to mine. Certainly but little respect 
that each student shonld go over the whole|is due to this double-tongued theology of the 
ground himself. This might do for one theory ;/schools. If translations are not to be depended 
but let the reader turn back ten pages, from 35| on, Christianity is no religion for the world at 
to 25, and he will find our author exulting at|large, and our Bible Societies are spending 
the mighty benefits learning has already secured.} their millions in a way not merely useless but 


Another idea that seems to be implied 
throughout, is this, that with the scriptures be- 
fore us, we yet require of the Clergy to instruct 
us in what our religion consists. But the age is 
too enlightenéd to sanction any notion of the 
kind. No such thing is required, or needed.— 
It would be throwing on the Clergy a responsi- 
bility, which, to their credit we may say, few of 
them would be willing to take, and w. ich none 
ought totake, The advice they generally give, 
and the best they could possibly give, is, to stu- 
dy the Bible, which is proof enough they consid- 
er the whole perfectly intelligible in plain Eng- 
lish—and if so to us, why not to them ? 

I allude once more to the passage quoted 
merely to notice the closing sentence, where 
the writer speaks of kindling enthusiasm ‘by 
familiarity with the persuasive language of him 
who poured out his blessings on the Mount.” 
What language the author had in mind | know 
not. Critics, lam aware, have played all sorts 


pernicious. 

Nor for my own part have I any greater re- 
spect for what is called biblical criticism,whether 
partial or profound. It effects none of the essen- 
tials of christianity either in doctrine or prac- 
tice; and it generates more skepticism than it 
allays. ‘The parent of Sectarianism, it becomes 
in turn the instrament, by which one party is 
pulled down or another built up. It has been 
in all ages the chief source of polemic contro- 
versy, of mystical theology, of wild unhallowed 
speculation, and of all that obscure metaphysi- 
cal disquisition at which the vulgar stare and 
the learned smile. Christianity was surely 
never bestowed on the world to be treated in 
this way—it was never made to be the sport of 
scholars. ‘Uhe great truths of the Gospel re- 
quire no aid from critical researech—they shine 
forth on every page, not in the letter but the 
spirit, as visible to the clown as to the critic.—— 
Nor is it by any means among the many vol- 
umes of disputation, wrought out by critics and 


or what can any one else know, about our Sa-|of pranks with scripture, and made all sorts of 


viour’s quoting Greek ? On what occasion does’ pretensions; yet they have not pretended, as 
he imagine such quotations were made? No far as know, that any version in the language 
proof, nor even probability, can be shown that of our Saviour now exists, or ever did exist.— 
our Lord either spoke Greek or quoted it on any In this instance, as in some others, the writer 
occasion whatever. In aGreek Testament he is| had probably forgotten the real state of the 
of course made to speak Greek, as he does case,-—if not, the second edition, | hope, will 
English in ours; but that is nothing to the pur- give his meaning more accurately. 
pose. | Most people, | fancy, have often been struck 
Referring again to the passage quoted, we find, with the inconsistency of the academic theolo- 


| ness. 


theologians, that we are to seek the best mod- 
els of christian humility, moderation, or kind- 


the eloquent orator almost shuddering at the 


gic doctrine, viewed in different aspects—and 
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A SERIOUS INQUIRY. 


Our Unitarian doctors, who flourish in. that 
wisdom and that knowledge which appertain to 


no wonder. ‘To us of the laity it says, that) the future state, and who anticipate vast reward 
with the Bible before us in our mother tongue,| hereafter for their great and sublime attain- 
we must take our religion from that inspired ments in the science of divinity, and moral vir- 
excused in reminding him that those Commenta-' volume. We must search out tke truth for tue, and who teach us to expect a day of retri- 
ries, on which he casts so unmerited a rebuke, | ourselves, calling no man master,—that every | bution, in the future world, when they will be 
are the work of men, fallible indeed, yet men thing needful is there taught in a way so plain | crowned with glorious diadems, seated on 
of more enduring application, more profound |that he who runs may read—and that so far| thrones of mighty power, and live forever in 
critical learning, and not less natural sagacity, | from this happy fot being exclusively ours, “the the sunshine of peace and joy, while their fet- 
than any of this age, at home or abroad. ‘Then | Bible may now circulate its cousolations and in- low creatures and fellow travellers, on earth, 
again, what are those very commentaries so | structions to the poor and forlorn of every land | will be degraded for their ignorance and pun- 
much complained of but ingenious attempts tojin their native dialect.” ‘Thus far all is very ished for their indulgence in vice, are most sin- 
gather “the true sense from the gospels them consistent, and. what is better, very rational.—— | cerely requested to give us as much information 
Belyes?” I suspect too that here, as before, But see how entirely at variance its language to | respecting the future state as they may think 
our author’s objection goes further then fe in-) the stadent in divinity. ‘Lo him it says, that) will be of public atility, [t is very possible 
tended. It is equally applicable to oral as to} the office for which he is preparing himself is| that they may think that the information, which 
written explanations; and what else, let ne ask,|to teach men the christian religion, and to!they have already given, and are in the habit of 


thought of consulting the “commentaries of fal- | 
lible man, instead of gathering the true sense. 
from the gospels themselves.” But I must be 


ae. 


86 


creatures thus miserable for the same purpose 


They furthermore inform ns that when we gel ; | 
to heaven, we shall see, and rejoice to see oor ty, who onderstand and know the things of anoth-| Cully, Plato, Epictetus tanght 
‘er world, do condescend to inform us all you more simple, plain preaching to the conscience, 
iknow on thig momentous subject. 


nearest and dearest connexions in this state of 
jotense torment, and that it will be a peculiar 


____ gatisfaction to know that their torment will tor- 


ever endure and forever increase, by which 
9 lesan the glory of God will continue to bright- 
en und shine with increasing lustre forever and 
ever. They are, and they know they are under 
the necessity ef admitting and of maintaining 
these shocking tenets in order to be consistent, 
aad for the sake of defending the doctrine of 
enlless misery. But our Unitarian, Arminian 
doctors pretend to reject those Calvinistic no- 
tions, urging against them that they are mon- 
strously infiaman, and barbarous; that they dry 
up the milk of human kindness, and petrily 
those tender sensibilitics and affections, which, 
like living pools, water and nourish all our so- 
cial virtues. If reason have any thing to do in 
directing our views concerning these matters, 
we are strongly inclined to believe that these 
objections to the Calvinistic tenets are weighty. 
and must be allowed to form a very convincing 
argument against them. And in fact the Calvin- 
ists themselves allow this; and therefore disal- 
low the voice of reason in the case, contending 
that divine inspiration alone has the honor of 
teaching such holy and heavenly truths. 

But our Arminian doctors, though they reject 
these tenets which violate and shock our season, 
do not, as we could wish, render their own no- 
tions free from the same objections, which they 
most eloquently urge against Calvinism, For 
insinnce ; they pretend to believe in a heaven 
hereafter where the righteous are to be forever 
happy, and in a hell where the wicked will be 
miserable beyond the power. of language to de- 
scribe. We desire, therefore, that they may 
inform us whether the righteous in beaven will 
rejoice to see the wicked in hell? Whether 
parents in heaven will feel perfectly reconciled 
to see their offspring in torment? And we 
wonld extend this query into all the tender re- 
lations of mankind, asking information on the 
subject. 

In order to have the query understood, we 
may be indulged in supposing a supposable case. 
if a venerable doctor of divinity, who has arriv- 
ed by indefatigable industry to mast exalted de- 
grees of intellectual and moral improvement, 
depart this mortal life, and is crowned with ey- 
erlasting honors in the world to come, suppose 
he there comes to the knowledge of the fact, 
that ason, who was, in this world, tenderly be- 
boved, by being drawn from the path of wisdom 
by strong temptations, fell into vices which 
tended to disease, and ended in a premature 
death, is now in the dark shades of dismal woe, 
how issuch knowledge to affect him? Will 
this knowledge be a source of pleasure, or will 
it give him griet? This is a query which we 
moat sincerely wish these doctors would no 
longer delay to answer. 

But.bew can they answer this question ?— 
They pretend to abhor the Calvinistic belief 
that the saints in heaven will rejoice to see their 
Gonuesions in torment; but what will they do 


‘their earthly friends, and see them writhe in know, and 3d. and lastly, shall tell you about 


add + “Ss Be | 


ey do not rejoi 
sight, will they grieve at it? But is heavy 


mothers, somé on their children, some on their! 


pain and wither in endless despair? ls such a! that which neither you por I know.’ 
heaven to be desired? Arminian doctors, you much preaching * co : ; 
who have arr.ved to great attainments in divini-, How often when Pau. supplies the text, has - 


You have instead of an ostentatious display of learoing oF 
‘either told us tao much, or not enough. The! stcife about words to no protii, we should see 

|amount of all you have told us must, if we be-, more faithful, consistent christians, and more 
lieve it and realize it, administer torture to our! done to advance the mild kingdom of peace. 


| souls, of a character not te be described. We FRIEND OF PLAIN TRUTH, 
know for certainty that we are very soon to! eg 8 i 
close the present state of existence; we know, ; 
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for certainty that the pains and pleasures of this 
life will last, wilh us, but a short time ; and are, 
you authorjsed by our heavenly lather, to ine 
form us that the futuce state, and even heaven) 
itself, is infinitely worse than the most unhappy | 
condition of mortals on earth? Will you at- 


PROCEEDINGS of the NORTHERN ASS0- 
CIATION OF UNIVER eh ot 


The Ministers and Delegates, composing the 
Nowrsern Association ov Univensarisr’, con- 
tempt to amuse us, by saying that we shall be, yened at Barre, Vt. Oct. 3d, 1826, and united 
employed, in heaven, in the delightful service: j, prayer with Br. K. Haven. Organized the 
of singing anthems aud hymns of praise to that Conneul, by choosing — + ¥ 


God, who will forever pour out his vials of| py J, &. Parmer, Moderator, and a. ; ; ; 
wrath on those we love, on those whom he py K, Haven, Clerk. ; ; a 
j commanded us to love, on those whom he caus-| Appointed Brs. K. Haven, J. Wallace, 
,ed us to love by the strong and tender tes of Wright, jun. a Committee to receive re- 
our nature, the production of bis own hands =| quests for Letters of Fellowship and Ordination, 
Doctors, will you do this? Will you drive the)... report thereon. ; 
|} human senses to madness? Is such a heaven as Adjourned till half past 8 o’clock, Wednesday 
aven’ morning. Prayer by Br. Isaiah Boynton, jun. 


| you represent one whit better than the he 
which the Qalvinistic doctors so much extol?— | Wednesday Morning, convened and ubited in 
Read the Creden- 


And is either of your heavens really any better | prayer with Br. J. Moore. 


| than your hell? , tials of the Delegates, and the letters from ihe 
But, doctors, there is a worse question still tO! Societies in connexion, avd found them satistiuc- 
be asked—-You will call it blasphemy! but it tory. abe 
must be asked. ‘I'he question is, can either you,) Appointed Brs. J. E. Palmer, K. Haven, and 
or the Calvinistic doctors, show wherein your! J. Moore, a committee, to inquire into the re- — 


| gods are better than your demons? ‘Lo call! cent proceedings of Br. A, Kinsman, and report 
ihis question blasphemy will not auswer it; and! 


: th? at the next annual association. 
until you can answer it fairly, you ought to con-| 

| sider whether you are not guiity of the worst of | 

| blasphemy, in representing the merciful jather) 
jof our spirits to be infinitely worse than you 
| have ever pretended to represent the prince of 
darkness ! 

What will you do, doctors? [f you do not an- 
swer these queries they will lie as ueavy charges 
against you in the minds of thousands of peopie 

| in this world ¢ and as you pretend to believe in 
ja day of judgment hereafter, suppose the Judge 
should ask you at that tribunal why you did not 
auswer these Guestions? Will you say you 
could not, or will you say that you did not care 
enough about the subject to be at the pains to 
answer ? 

Perhaps you will retort the query, and ask us, 
what we thiak will be the censequence of your 
unreasonable conduct, in these matters, concern-| viii. 38, 3%, For I am persuaded, that neither 
ing which you deceive millions of your fellow | death, nor life, nor angels, nor princywutiiies, nor 
creatures trom motives which prove the lamen- | powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 
table depravity of man? ‘Vo this question we | he'ght, nor depth, nor any other creature, skull be 
answer, that we hope that the grace of God, | able to separate us from the love of God, which 
which abounds much more than sin, will finally | in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
wash out this crimson from your eharacters,| Concluding prayer by Br. N. Wright, jon. 


and bring you to that humility, and contrition,} Attended to the reporis of 

in which it is the gracious pleasure of our pointed to visit the Me Weicuies in Can 

heavenly Father to render is children the re-}:0n with this Association, and found them ex- 

Cipients of his richest blessings. H. B. | pressive of the growing presperity of our spirit. 

_ Ambiguous Preaching. ual Zion. 

| On coming eut of church, i asked Mr. S., 2 Adjourned to meet on Thursday Morning, at 

‘distinguished pious lawyer, how he liked the (bali past 8 o'clock : Prayer by Br. J. Wallace. 
s 


- z a a 


aa ; 
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Morning Service. ve 

Introductory prayer by Br. N. Wright, jan. 

Sermon by bv. J. Moore,-—TVext, Psalm cxvil. 
“O praise the Lord, all ye nations: praise him, 
all ye people. For his merciful kindaess is. grove” 
toward us: anc the trusrof the Lord endureth for 
ever: Praise ye the Lord.” 

Conciuding prayer by Br. 1. Boynton, jan. 


Afternoon Service. 
Introductory prayer by Br. T. J. Whitcomb. 
Sermon, by Br. N. Wright, jun., from 1 Thes. 
v. 21, Hold fast that which is good.” 
Concluding Prayer by be. T. Browning. 
Evening Service. 
Introductory prayer by Br. J. Moore. - 
Sermon, by Br. ‘I. J. Whitcoms, irom Rom. 


It there wa8 ae 


sue 


et, ‘aego 
the throne of grace, with Br. M. Coburn | 

Appointed the following brethren to visit the 
-societies in fellowship with this Association : 

Br. K. Haven, Burnard, Bethel, Hancock, Ro- 
chester, Shoreham,” and Whiting. . 

Br. J. E. Palmer, Barre, Montpelier, Richmond 
and Randolph. 

Br. 8. C. Loveland, Cavendish, Chester, Read- 
ang, and Weston, 
| Br. R. Bartlett, Hartland, Londonderry, and 
Townsend. ae 
| _ Br. T. Browning, Calais and Plainfield. 

Br. M. Coburn, Craftsbury, and Royalton. 
Br De alker, Boltgn and Crown-Point. 

Br. J. Moote, Northfield, Strafford, and Wil- 
Ranstown. ~ 

Br. N. Wright, jun. Burke, Compton, Danville, 
St. Johnsbury, and Waterford. 
: Be. T J..Whitcomb, Hockingham, Wardsbo- 
rough, West-Windsor, and Athens. 

Br. Cooper, Pawlet and Queensbury. 

Br. Ward, Shrewsbury and Wells. 

Br. I. Boynten, jun. Plymouth. 

The Committee for requests, &c. reported in 
favor of granting a letter of Fellowship to Br. 
Daniel Walker, and of conferring Ordination 
npon Br. John Moore; which reports were ac- 
cepted. 


Public Service Thursday Morning. 

_ Introductory prayer, by Br. N. Wright, jun. 
_ _ Sermon, by Br. J. Wallace. Text, Mat. v. 16, 
| * Let your light so shine before men, that they may 
_ see your good works, and glorify your Father which 

| 49 in heaven.” ~*~ 
Ordination of Br. J. Moore.—Consecrating 
prayer by Br. M, Coburn. Delivery of the 
Scriptures and Charge, by Br. K. Haven. Right 
Hand of FeUowship, by BroJ.&. Palmer. Ben- 
ediction by Br. J. Wallace. 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 


Afternoon Service. 

Br. D Walker, the Intreductory prayer. 

Br. K. Haven, the Sermon, from Rev. xiv. 

6, 7, “And I-saw another angel fly in the midst of 

heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach unto 

them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, 

and kindred, and tongue, and people, saying, with 

a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him ; for 

the hour of his judgment is come: and worship 

him that made heaven, earth, and the. sea, and the 
| fountains of waters.” 

Br. J. Wallace, the Concluding prayer. 

Appointed Br. K. Haven, to prepare the pre- 
sent proceedings, accompanied with a Circular. 

Voted, That they be published in the Uni- 
yersalist Magazine, and Christian Repository ; 
and, that the Editors of similar publications be 
requested to insert the same. 

Voted, To adjourn this Association, to meet 
by divine permission, in Calais. ‘Vt.) on the 
just Wednesday and Thursday in October, 1°27. 

United in devout prayer, with Br. J. E. Pal- 
mer. J. E. Parmer, Moderator. 

K. Haven, Clerk. 
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Se ey nto selena ees 


GENERAL EPISTLE. 


To all Believers in the unbounded goodness 
and impartial grace of our common Parent: To 
all the humble followers of his dear Sen; and, 
to all the children of darkness, sorrow, and af 
fliction, wheresoever scattered abroad; the 
WNorthernAssociation of Universalists sends chris- 
tian salatation : wishitg you great peace in be 
lieving, and immortal felicity beyond the grave 

While another year has glided into the vas 
ocean of eternity, our lives have been presery- 
ed, and we have been permitted, under the 


__ UNIV 


ing to adjournment, Peepers josviles of our indulgent Father, to meet once quility of the scene. 
more in annual association ; to behold each oth- “How good and pleasant it is for brethren to 

ers faces in the flesh ; to reciprocate the genial dwell together in unity.” 

emotions of traternal affection ; to recount the | 
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We could verily say, 


Brethren in the ministry of reconciliation: Let 
mercies of the-Lord, and to contemplate the in- us be encouraged to greater vigilance and faith- 


creasing prosperity and welfare of our spiritual fulness in the discharge of the impartial duties 


Zion, ‘that devolve upon us. Remember that our 
‘The great Master of Assemblies, we trust, cause is the cause of humanity. hat it bas 
was graciously pleased to bless us with his di- enlisted in its favor, all the good feelings and 
vine presence ; to preside in our council, and wishes of every philanthropist, and true lover of 
to direct our public labors of love. Zion. See then that you have on ‘the whole 
In the temple, we heard the peaceful step of armour of God ;” such as “truth,” “righteous- 
prince Emanuel! walking amidst the golden can- ness,” “peace,” and the “sword of the spirit.” 
dlesticks, and felt in our hearisto say, “It is Clad in this firm panoply, you will “contend 
good for us to be here ” “How amiable are thy earnestly for the faith onee-delivered to the 
tabernacles, O Lord of hosts. Blessed are they saints.” But remember, “that the servant of 
that dwell in thy house, they will be still prais-/the Lord should not strive, but be gentle in all 
ing thee.” . {things; apt to teach,”? &c. Therefore, while 
In the congregations, which were numerons' you preach “Jesus, the resurrection and the 
and respectable ou each day,—we discovered life,” you will be careful to “maintain good 
many fathers and mothersin Israel, whose hoary |works, for these things are both good and pro- 
locks, bleacked by the frosts of many winters,’ fitable unto men.” hus, your life will be the 
indicated that their earthly pilgrimage was fast) best comment upon your ministry; and the 
drawing to aclose. The tears of love; gratitude; world will approve of your good conversation 
or contrition, that rolled down their wrinkled| in the gospel of Christ. 
cheeks, told us that they were deeply impressed| Brethren of the apostolic farth: While you 
with a sense of the glorious doctrines, truths,’ profess to embrace the religion of Jesus, you 
and precepts, that were elucidated and enforced. | will permit me to point out to you some of its 
There too, were seen the youth, like tender) requirements. Love to enemies, pity to the af 
plants, adorning the walls of our Zion. The flicted, benignity to the destitute, compassion on 
rose of health bioomed upon their cheeks ; the|the ignorant, and charity and good will to alt 
placid smile of contentment sat upon their coun-| mankind, are among the most important duties 
tenances ; while the tears of joy or grief, man inculcates. Be exhorted then, to ‘add to 
flowed in copious effusions,showed that they were | your faith, virtue; to virtue,knowledge; to knowl- 
not “past feeling.” May “ihe genial current of | edge, temperance ; to temperance, godliness; to 
their souls” never be frozen by the heart-chil-| godliness, brotherly kindness; to brotherly kind- 
ling doctrine of interminable misery. May they | ness, charity.” Be attentive to the ministry of 
grow up in the nurture and admonition of the | the word, not forsaking the assembling of your- 
Lord, and be like corner stones, in our spiritual selves together as the manner of some is, ‘*that 
edifice, “polished aiter the similitude of a pal-|you may grow in grace and in the knowledge of 
ace.” God.” ‘Che apostie assures you that your re- 
The loud anthems of praise that filled the | ligion conducts to the path of virtue and conse- 
temple, and ascended like grateful incense to| quent happiness. He says, “The grace of God 
the skies, added much to the pleasures of the | that bringeth salvation to all men hath appeared, 
occasion, while they did equal honor to the ex-| teaching us that we should live soberly, righte- 
cellent choir, and to the science of yocal and in-| ously, and godly in the present world.” 
strumental music. A Finally, may we all be prepared for that im- 
The audience listened with attention, while | mortal kingdom of glory, where no cloud of 
they were called upon to render unto the Lord | darkness, sin, or misery shall ever intercept the 
unfeigned gratitude and praise, for the plenitude | rays of divine truth, love, mercy, and goodness, 
of his goodness and mercy to the children of) that will beam upon the ransomed soul forever. 
men. They were also encouraged to ‘hold Kirtaepce Haven, Clerk. 
fast” the great and precious blessings be- 
stowed upon us by our Creator, in his dear Son Sb ee iy ae 
While the love of God, which is infinite and un- ae, 
changeable, from which nothing in heaven or| s7RIKING EFFECTS OF THE DOCTRINE 
earth, in time or eternity can separate us, was OF ENDLESS MISERY. 


enforced as the moral cause of supreme love to e ; ; 
him, obedience to his commandments, and char- | 2—3~ The fellowing letter from a Correspondent, in Pro- 
vincetown, furnishes an account of a lamentable in- 


ity to all mankind. As the sun imparts light an 
and heat to all the objects within the sphere of| stance of suicide. 
its influence. so were our eyés direeted to the | To the Editors of the Universalist Magazine, 
sriritnal Snn of Righteousness, as the true light, Rev. irs,—On Wednesday the 25th of Octo- 
that lighteth every man that comethsinto the| ber, 1826, Mr. Huddy Dyer, a member oi the 
world: while we were enconraged by his lu- | Methodist ¢ burch and Society of this town, put 
minons examples, to “let our light shine before {an end to hislile by hanging himself in a school 
men.” Our souls were enraptured at the yision|house not far from his home, by means of a 
ofan angel, bearing to earth’s remotest bounds |skein of cotton yarn. Mr. Dyer has been more 
‘Ye “everlasting gospel.” We heard the gladjor less delirious since he attended a Camp-Meet- 
‘idings of peace and salvation, echoing from the | ing in Wellfleet, in August of 1824, where and 
mountain’s top to the distant plain ; from the in-| when he pretended to have experienced relig- 
terior to the ocean: while a ransomed world|ion, as they cail it. He was a believer in the 
shouted victory to Godand the Limb, as they | doctrine, that one might outstend the day of 
returned and came to Zion, “with songs and ey-| grace, and this was the state of his mind for 
erlasting joy upon their heads.” some time previous to his death: He said his 
Such dear Brethren, were th? provisions, damnation was sealed, and he knew the very 
npon which our sonts feasted as w> sattogeiher! moment w hen it was done. 
‘in heaven'y places.” No root of bitterness: Yours with respect, —_—_ — 
sprung up to mar our joys, or disturb the tran-| November 5th, 1826. 
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FOR THE MAGAZINE. 


An Address to Universalism. 


Celestial nymph of heavenly birth, 
When first | saw thy form on earth, 
I gave to thee my heart; 
, though small, thou didst not spurn, 
vors | receiv’d in turn ; 
O may we oever part. 


Before to love | knew thy claims, 

L heard thee call’d forbidding names, 
And thought report was true : 

One gracious Anti-nomos said, 

That thou, a fiead, from bell badst fled ; 
And this he said he knew. 


Armin’us too as much could say, 
That Beelzebub, while on his way, 
Had conjur’d thee to life. 
Though foes to one another, they 

Against thy life agreed to pray, 
And then renew’d their strife. 


The 
Thy 


i ponder’d long on what | heard ; 
Sometimes | hop’d, sometimes | fear’d ; 
Yet had not seen thy face : 
Some whispers, from thy lips divine, 
Fell softly on these ears of mine, 
And warm’d my heart with grace. 


Around | cast my wishful eves ; 

On earth I look’d, and to the skies, 
To find thee here or there ; 

But blindness did my vision bind, 

I strove and strove, but could not find 
Thee, everlasting fair. 

A touch of thy celestial hand, 

Took from mine eyes that fatal band 
And then thy form I saw: 

As is remov’d a funeral shroud, 

Or as retires a stormy cloud, 
Did all my fears withdraw. 


What light and love, what joy and peace 
I felt within my soul increase, 
As waters gently rise ! 
Love was thy banner o’er my head, 
Thy dazling glory round me spread, 
And blest my strengthen’d eyes. 


My heart to thee | gave, and thiné 
Receiv’d in covenant divine, 

As wedded hearts are one: 
Against thy foes thou didst me arm; 
And in thy strength, secure from harm, 

To victory | run! 


Not all thy foes on earth can say, 
Can turn my heart from thee away, 
And yet my heart is free ; 
These wounds and scars, which men despise, 
Are jewels precious in thine eyes, 
And this is all to me. 


Had I ten thousand years to live, 
Had I ten thousand lives to give, 
Ail these should be thine own ; 
And that foul scorn thy fees bestow 
Still prove a laurel to my brow, : 
And their contempt, a throne, 
My soul, a flame of love, aspires, 

As does my heart with warm desires 
‘To live in thine embrace ; 
Were this whole globe a diamond bright 
I'd give the whole for thy pure light, ; 

For thy far richer grace. 


H. B 
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the Editors + ged on other important 
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POR THE MAGAZINE. 


'4N OBJECTION FURTHER CONSIDERED. 


| Respecting the subject treated on under the 
‘text, Kom. vy. 20, in the Magazine of Noy. 4, it 
‘is very possible that the question may arise, in 
‘some minds, whether Jesus really intended to 


acknowledge that the Pharisees and Scribes | disciples, 
were more righteous than others, and yet that| procured his crucifixion 
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"ms of 
from that charac- 


4 


holiness were the most distant 
ter. And if we examine carefully we shall 
that it was that class of people, who boasted 

their good works and despised others, whe were 
the movers of persecution against J ind bis 
and who finally put him to death, or 
In fact, it is a truth 


|those who were more vile than they should| which ought to put every professor of religion — 


/ first enter the kingdom of heaven? 
ver, by the parable of the lost sheep, 


‘lost piece of silver, and that of the laborers in| sions to a righteous character, bay 
‘the vineyard as well as of the prodigal, it was| ages, the most cruel and h ‘d hearted, 
\ his design to allow that the most perverse and|the principal movers of persecution. 


| sinful were’ treated with the greatest favor? 


And wheth-| on a careful guard, that the greatest professors, 
that of the|and those who have made the highest pretne 


naa 


have been, 


Nothing is worthy of more notice than the 


) That the Saviour did not mean to be so un-| blindness which a self-righteous spirit produces, 


derstood the foliowing reasons are offered: 1st.|Such in the present day, and there are many of 


‘In his Sermon on the mount, he told his disci-|them, who answer exactly to the character of 
'ples, Mat. v. 20, “Except your righteousness| the Pharisees and Scribes, in the days of Jesus, 
‘shall exceed the righteousness of the Scribes|can now read those New Vestament accounts, 
and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the | and yet not discover that their own characters 
/kingdom of heaven.” If this saying be kept in| are most clearly and evidently set forth. 


| mind and duly regarded, it shows clearly, that 
| Jesus could not mean to allow that a people ofa 
worse moral character could enter the kingdom 
of heaven, while the better were excluded. 
2d. Ifit be said that the parables in thet 5th of 
Luke alldw that the Scribes and Pharisees had 
‘not gone astray like the publicans and sinners, it 
-may be replyed, that for the sake of answering 
the objection which they brought against him, 
Jesus presented them with the case on their 
‘own views of their righteousness. ‘What man 
of you, having an hundred sheep, if he lose one 
of them, doth not leave the ninety and nine in 
the wilderness, and go after that which is lost, 
until he find it?” This was saying to them; 
if you aré right in your opinion of your own 
| righteousness, and also of the sinfulness of oth- 
jers, this would give no support to your objection 
‘against me. You allow that these publicans 
}and sinners have gone astray, why then should 
|i not seek after them? Why should I not re- 
claim them? The whole need not the physician, 
but they that are sick. Allow then that your 
health is sound, you contend that these publi- 
cans and sinners are sick, why should not the 
physician heal them? But that he did not 
mean to allow, as matter of fact, that they were 
righteous, he fully shows in the parable of the 
prodigal. In this parable he represents the 
Scribes and Pharisees by the elder brother, who 
pretended to have alwaysserved his father, and 
jnever to have transgressed his commands, on 
which account he supposed that he was entitled 
to better treatment from his father, than was 
due to the prodigal, although it seems the pro- 
digal was the most kindly treated. The elder 
brother was angry and would not go into the 
house. In this the Saviour set forth the mur- 
murings of these Scribes and Pharisees, who had 
just accused him of receiving sinners and eating 
with thems. But he certainly did not mean to 
allow that fhe elder brother was more righte- 
ous than the prodigal. He was, in fact, the 
most obstinate character. He was most oppos- 
ed to the will and kind disposition of the father. 
Although he said he had not at any time trans- 
gressed his father’s commandment, he was then, 
at that very time possessed of the spirit of diso- 
bedience, which was so determined that the 
kindest and most affectionate expostulation of 
the father could not prevail on him to enter the 
house and salute his long lest brother. 
| _ If to the foregoing remarks we add the con- 
pec of the fact, that Jesus denounced ma- 
ny woes on the Pharisees and Scribes, while he 


(Spake no such threatenings to those who were 


That all may feel a suitable abasement of 
mind and poverty of spirit, let it be duly notic- 
ed that we are assured in the divine word, that 
‘all have sinned, and come short of the glory of 
God ;” and that we may be sensibly grateful for 
the divine favor, let it also be duly appreciated, 
that all who have sinned, are freely justified by 
divine grace, through Jesus Christ our we 


O<3"The following is published by request, — 
THE SEASON. 


Now pale grows the grass, 
And naked the trees, 

Now loud blows the wind, 
And chilling’s the breeze. 


Mild Summer is past ; 
The winter is near; 

And now we regale, 

On the fruits of the year. 


But whilst we enjoy, 
The gifts of our God, 
Let’s our fortune employ, 
And scatter abroad. 


For full well we know, 

That some must be poor, 

And full well we know, ; 
Some trouble endure. ‘! 


And since that our fate, 

Is equal with all, 

*Tis onr’s to sooth trouble, 
Where’er it may fall. 


Freely then Jet us give, 

Who are able to spare, 

And with those who are poor, 
Our overplus share. 


Cambridge, Nov. 7, 1826, ee 


MARRIFD IN THIS CITY, 


By Rev. H. Ballou, Mr. George Gates, of Boston, to 
Miss Maria Beals of Canton. Mr. Francis Thomas te 
Miss Deborah Warmsley. Mr. Charles Redding to Miss 
Mary Ann H. Rider. Mr. “‘illiam Redding ta Miss * 
Margaret P. K. Rider, all of Boston. 


DIED IN THIS CITY, 


Mr. Charles Jackson, aged” 30, son of the late Dr. G. 
K. Jackson. ; 

Mary Matilda, youngest daughter of the late Mr. Wm. 
C. Pitman, aged 18 months. 

In North Bridgewater, Mrs. Abi, wife of A. Pacxard, 
Esq. aged 47. 
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